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ExHisiT No. 3
GENERAL ORDER
No. 170
NAvY DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., March 23, 19}2.

OrFICcE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS AND THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF,
UNITED STATES FLEET

1. Pursuant to Executive Order of the President the duties of the Commander
in Chief, United States Fleet, and the duties of the Chief of Naval Operations
have been combined and placed under one officer who has the title “Commander
in Chief, United States Fleet, and Chief of Naval Operations”, with the rank and
title of Admiral. This officer is the principal naval adviser to the President
on the conduct of the war, and the principal naval adviser and executive to the
Secretary of the Navy on the conduct of the activities of the Naval Establishment.

2. As Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, the officer holding tthe com-
bined offices has supreme command of the operating forces comprising the sev-
eral fleets, seagoing forces, and sea frontier forces of the Navy and is directly
responsible, under the general direction of the Secretary of the Navy, to the
President therefor.

3. The staff of the Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, is composed of—

(a) A Chief of Staff, with the rank of Vice Admiral, who, in the temporary
absence or incapacity of the “Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, and
Chief of Naval Operations”, shall act as Commander in Chief, United States
Fleet ;

(b) Such deputy and assistant chiefs of staff as may be necessary; and

(¢) Such other officers as may be appropriate and necessary to enable the
“Commander in Chief, United States Fleet, and Chief of Naval Operations” to
perform the duties of Commander in Chief, United States Fleet.

4. As Chief of Naval Operations the officer holding the combined offices is
charged, under the direction of the Secretary of the Navy, with the preparation,
readiness and logistic support of the operating forces comprising the several
fleets, seagoing forces and sea frontier forces of the Navy, and with the coordi-
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nation and direction of effort to this end of the bureaus and offices of the Navy
Department except such offices (other than bureaus) as the Secretary of the
Navy may specifically exempt. Duties as Chief of Naval Operations shall be
contributory to the discharge of the paramount duties of Commander in Chief,
United States Fleet.

5. The staff of the Chief of Naval Operations is composed of—

(a) A Vice Chief of Naval Operations, with the rank of Vice Admiral, who
has all necessary authority for executing the plans and policies of the “Com-
mander in Chief, United States Fleet, and Chief of Naval Operations” so far
as pertains to the duties herein prescribed for the Chief of Naval Operations.
In the temporary absence or incapacity of the “Commander in Chief, United
States Fleet, and Chief of Naval Operations” he shall act as Chief of Naval
Operations;

(b) An Assistant to the Chief of Naval Operations, with the title of Sub Chief
of Naval Operations and the rank of Rear Admiral, and such additional assistant
Chiefs of Naval Operations as may be required ; and

(e¢) Such other officers as may be considered to be appropriate and necessary
for the performance of the duties at present prescribed for the Chief of Naval
Operations.

6. During the temporary absence of the Secretary of the Navy, the Under
Secretary of the Navy, and the Assistant Secretaries of the Navy, the “Com-
mander in Chief, United States Fleet, and Chief of Naval Operations” shall be
next in succession to act as Secretary of the Navy. In the temporary absence of
all of these officers the Vice Chief of Naval Operations and the Chief of Staff,
United States Fleet, respectively, shall be next in succession to act as Secretary
of the Navy.

Frang KNox,
Secretary of the Navy.
A true copy. Attest:
H. Biesemeier,
H. BIESEMEIER,
Captain, U. S. Navy,
Judge Advocate.
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